I. Introduction:
The Place of Pivotal Theologomena in the Higher Criticism of Nag Hammadi Texts
The effort to "place" in literary and intellectual history each of the writings in the Nag Hammadi Library has many analogies to higher criticism of biblical literature.
In the case of both, we possess a great many texts which lack any mention of the date of composition, authorship, references to provenance or destination.
Further, we encounter writings which are seemingly without echo in later literature, i.e., the "external evidence" accessible to the historian.
As In what follows, we wish the focus attention on one such theologomenon in the fourth treatise of Codex VII, "The Teachings of Silvanus" (hereafter abbreviated Teach. Silv.), viz., the "Decensus ad Inferos" of the Christ figure. Our procedure will be, first, to offer some general observations about the nature of the tractate;
second, to present an analysis of the two Decensus accounts in Teach. Silv., both literary and in terms of their use of biblical materials; third, to examine major motifs in the Decensus tradition in our document within the context of the development of this tradition in early Christian literature; and, finally, to draw some conclusions about the place of Teach. Silv's. version of the tradition in the history of early Christian thought.
II. The Nature of the Treatise: An Up-Date Though extensive treatment of the nature of our text cannot be offered here, 1 is will be important to an understanding of the Decensus motif in its larger context to sketch briefly some of the results of ongoing research on Teach. Silv. Increasingly, the tractate is viewed as one of the few in the Nag Hammadi Library which is not Gnostic, 2 even though there are gnosticizing passages and concepts in it. The existence of such tendencies makes it easier to understand the work's inclusion in a codex otherwise devoted exclu- 
